
 

 

 

 
2010 has been a year of increase for the Block Parent® Program in Alberta.  Many Provinces are 
losing Programs but Alberta is in the process of reopening two Programs which had closed down 
some years back.   This shows a, hopefully, upward trend for the Block Parent® Program and 
reconfirms that members of the public have a very high regard for it and want it in their towns and 
cities. 
 
Calendar Sales Campaign: 
 
2010 saw the end of a 15 year relationship with Canadian Integrated Funding (CIF), the company 
who had looked after the sale of calendars and donations campaign for Alberta Block Parent 
Association (ABPA).   CIF has worked closely with both ABPA and Calgary Block Parent Association 
and has raised many thousands of dollars for Programs throughout Alberta.  Our thanks goes to 
Mike Komisar, Lee Paish and their canvassers.   
 
Annual General Meeting: 
 
The Annual General Meeting was held, once again at the College in Red Deer.  This location works 
well because of its central location.    Elections took place with the following results: 
 

 
 
 
Mary Telfer (High River), Donna Fox (Okotoks), Jocelan Darnel (Ft. Saskatchewan), Olunda Dorward 
(Calgary), Trisha Mitchell (Nanton) 
Karen Mercier (Morinville) 
 
 



Promotional Items: 
 
Many times Programs attend events to promote the Block Parent® Program in their community 
but do not have the resources to enable them to purchase display equipment.   ABPA decided to 
go ahead and purchase a banner stand which could be mailed to Programs on loan whenever they 
had an event coming up.  This banner stand has now been sent out and used by a couple of 
Programs and will surely be used by many more over the coming years. 
 

 
 

This banner stand used the image from one of the postcards produced to promote the Program.   
 
Block Parent Program of Canada Inc: 
 
April saw Calgary host the Symposium and AGM for the Block Parent Program of Canada Inc 
(BPPCI).    Block Parent Programs from throughout Alberta were invited to take part in this 
symposium which is a great opportunity to learn more about the different levels of the Program.       
A very funny presentation was given by Michelle Warkerten, CBPA’s school program coordinator.   
She uses large puppets to pass on the safety message and, during her presentation, she included 
members of the symposium to assist to get out the message about interacting with the students.     
 

 
 
Gerry Bailey from the Calgary Police Service Crime Prevention Unit instructed on Crime Prevention 
Through Environmental Design (CPTED).  This really made people think about their surroundings 
and how they can improve safety in their communities.   



Stuart McNeil from the Criminal Investigation Unit brought an important message about taking 
more time to see what our youth are doing, with a presentation about the Juggaloes and the 
Insane Clown Posse.   
The symposium was wound up by an Awards Banquet which was attended by past members of 
CBPA,  Insp. Curtis Olson,  Alderman Andre Chabot and  MLA Manmeet Bhullar.   
 
Programs: 
 
Many Programs take part in wonderful events, let us know how things are going and what they 
have enjoyed through the year. 
 
Irricana –Light Up the Night Event at Halloween.  Presented by Irricana Community Services Board, 
Block Parents, Volunteer Fire Fighters and the RCMP. 
 
 

   

Redcliff -  I can say with such enthusiasm that I learned and networked so much from having 
attended the ABPA AGM and the National Symposium.  We came back with a whole lot of ideas, 
stories and information from all the other BP organizations that were there.  I would really like to 
let the other BP organizations know that it is well worth the time and effort to attend these 
meetings.  Out here in Redcliff we had Michelle, the puppet lady, come and do two presentations 
to our schools and it was very well received.  It is through these meetings that we were able to 
find out about her and various other initiatives.  WOW. 
 
Calgary –Working to find ways to generate awareness on a limited budget, Calgary Block Parent 
Association (CBPA) coordinated a “Flash Mob” in downtown Calgary.  A local choreographer 
donated her time to put together a dance to “Safety Dance” by Men Without Hats.  Over 75 
dancers donated their time for three rehearsals and the actual event that happened in July, the 
day before the Calgary Exhibition and Stampede began.  The dance took place in front of Flames 
Central downtown (who supported us by pumping the music loudly from their outdoor sound 
system and then fed everyone afterwards).  Crowds gathered quickly, and we were able to garner 
lots of media attention because of the event.  The video can be viewed on the CBPA website  
www.calgaryblockparent.ca. 
 
Okotoks – The Okotoks Block Parent Program (OBPP) has taken part in the Welcome Wagon Baby 
Shower and the Teddy Bear Picnic.   We also hold an Easter and Halloween Colouring Draw which 
have prizes in each age group.  We also sponsor a car in the Soap Box Derby and the son of one of 
our members drives our car.   

http://www.calgaryblockparent.ca/


 
Public Promotion 
 
Promotion of the Program is always difficult when it is so widespread.    This year, promotion took 
place as follows: 

 Kidsafe Magazine – summer and winter editions.  The summer edition was for the northern 
towns and the winter edition for the southern towns.  This magazine, containing puzzles, 
colouring pages, short stories etc., is distributed through scout groups, elementary schools, 
day cares, medical clinics etc.   

 A series of three postcards were produced for Programs to use to promote the Program in 
their community. 

              

 
 

 Apple Magazine is distributed throughout Alberta and can be found in libraries, at 
swimming pools, shopping malls etc.  

 Radio announcements during March and early April supporting the Kids Spring Road Safety 
Campaign.  These announcements were Alberta wide on the ckua radio network.   

 
Grants 
 
Two grants were written.  One for Community Initiatives Program to cover the partial cost of 
replacing the Division I school program DVD.  The other was Community Spirit Program to cover 
administrative costs.   
 
Alberta Block Parent® Association is a registered charity # 140783929RR0001 
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